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Description

In European cities most post-war urban development and planning took place in the suburbs. Suburbs are the
result of rational modernity and modernism with mass produced family homes. In many areas the reality was
very different from the original planning, and expectations expounded by politicians and urban planners and
from the dreams of millions of Europeans who were to live this new life as "suburban man". For many people
the suburb doesn’t have an identity or even a history and the post-war suburb has not yet received much
serious attention from urban historians. This is now changing and a growing number of scholars work with
different aspects of suburban history and this very recent form of living. The leading questions of this session
are: What has been the broad outline of post-war suburban history in European cities? What were the
fundamental ideas behind them? How were they realized? What was the planned suburb like in real life? What
are the exit-strategies for the worn down and problematic parts of suburbia? What kind of suburbs work and
why? How do we identify the heritage values in the suburban structures? Any answers will give a more
profound understanding of suburban historiography across Europe and this session also hopes to discuss
different definitions of suburbia; the high rise suburb and the influx of immigrants as well as the flat suburban
areas of single family housing within the same framework?
This session aims to explore the history of suburbia in post-war Europe within a comparative framework.
Comparative can be understood on many levels from the local to the global and also as a comparison between
different professional approaches to suburban history (architects, anthropologists, ethnologists and
sociologists have all contributed to suburban research in different ways).
We welcome many different perspectives: Planning, living, housing, infrastructure, industry, leisure, art,
preservation etc. but suggest that contributions should address at least one of the themes mentioned above
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