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Description 

 

Post-Imperial Urban Ghost Frontiers in Cities of Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe: Traces, Resilience, 

Remembrance and Cancellation  The transformations in Central, Eastern and South Eastern Europe since 1989 

have brought about a new interest in the region’s various borders ranging from those of new states to the re-

emerging cultural and religious boundaries of the region. Especially the tenancy of old imperial borders 

(Ottoman, Habsburg, Russian) that seem to exist until today, albeit in an invisible, ghost-like form, highlights 

the importance of thinking beyond the imperial/post-imperial divide and calls for historical comparisons of the 

different trajectories of societies from empire to nation states.  

This panel likes to focus on the historical role of cities in this line of research looking at how borders impacted 

on cities in their imperial and post-imperial phase of existence and how these two phases can be brought 

together in a comparative framework. The nature of such borders could be various: external in the form of 

national borders impacting on cities or internal referring to cultural or social divisions in urban society. Taking 

urban history beyond the imperial/post-imperial divide offers the opportunity for numerous comparisons 

shedding light on the longue durée of urban transformation particularly in the nineteenth and twentieth 

centuries.   

We’d like to invite papers that engage with:  

- The divisions in urban societies and the expression in their spatial structures beyond the imperial/post-

imperial divide.  

- The nature and transformation of borders cities after changes of sovereignty.  

- The transposition into the social geographies of cities of changes of sovereignty in neighbouring regions.   

- The impact of post-imperial situations on the governance of diversity and on communal balances  

- The existence of Ghost-neighbourhoods after traumatic exchanges of population or episodes of ethnic 

cleansing, and the evolution of such neighbourhoods.  

- The persistence of invisible spatial frontiers in cities, at various scales: neighbourhood, street, house or family 

and effects of resilience and cancellation.  

- The dimension of memory of such ghost frontiers 

  



Scientific  Programme 

 

1481 TOWARDS A POST-OTTOMAN MUSLIM URBANITY. THE MUSLIM ASSOCIATIONAL NETWORK AND 

THE RESHAPING OF GENDER FRONTIERS IN SARAJEVO (1878-1941) 

Fabio Giomi (École des Hautes Études en Sciences Sociales - EHESS (Paris), Centre d'études turques, 

ottomanes, balkaniques et centrasiatiques - CETOBAC, Paris, France) 

 

1259 RECONSTRUCTION OF IDENTITIES IN THE URBAN SPACE: THE CASES OF IZMIR AND THESSALONIKI IN 

THE EARLY 20
TH

 CENTURY   

Kalliopi Amygdalou (University College London, Bartlett School of Architecture, London, U.K.) 

 

955 BELGRADE BETWEEN EMPIRE AND NATION-STATE: THE 1862 RIOTS AND SHELLING AND THEIR 

AFTERMATH 

E. Atilla Aytekin (Middle East Technical University, Department of Political Science and Public 

Administration, Ankara, Turkey) 

 

622 THE NEW AND THE INHERITED IN A SMALL TOWN: AMBIVALENCES OF MODERNIZATION IN 

BANJALUKA 

Jelena Savic (Institute for Protection of Cultural, Historical and Natural Heritage of Republic Srpska, 

Banjaluka, Bosnia and Herzegovina) 

 

1607 REARRANGING URBAN BORDERS IN OTTOMAN AND POST-OTTOMAN NISH’ 

Florian Riedler (Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin, Germany) 

 

1608 HE OTTOMAN GOVERNANCE OF URBAN FACTIONS AND THE ROLE OF INVISIBLE BORDERS WIHTHIN 

CITIES: NEIGHBOURHOODS, STREETS, DEAD-ENDS AND SQUARES 

Nora Lafi (Zentrum Moderner Orient, Berlin, Germany) 


