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Description 

Leading question: The role of the town as a crucial place for material and cultural circulations and for 

competition and emulation, relating this to the longue durée.   

Key issues and scientific relevance:  The themes of consumer culture and of luxury are now well-worked, but 

most of the studies on these topics concentrate on England – as a laboratory of new practices and as the cradle 

of the consumer society – and to a certain extent on France (luxury debates). The gender aspect is generally 

developed only in the margins. Also, there is often little link between the eighteenth-century debates and the 

rise of the consumer economy in the nineteenth and twentieth centuries.    

Our aim is to call for papers that adopt an urban, gendered and comparative perspective on the European scale 

with the aim to interrogate the relationship between gender, consumption and luxury in different kinds of 

urban societies from all parts of Europe. And furthermore to analyse, compare and put in perspective female 

and male consumer identities and practices and link these to urban circumstances such as political and 

economic structures etc.  The 18th century is obviously at the heart of the luxury debates but it seems 

important to include the second half of the 17th century when the luxury trades and guilds developed during 

the age of mercantilism, and when the first criticisms of luxury emerged. Similarly, the importance of 

developments in the 19th and early twentieth century when consumption moved onto a larger scale with the 

development of department stores needs to be drawn into this story. Clearly urban development did not follow 

a single commercial path, and we call for papers on a full range of patterns in examining these debates and 

developments.   

Further goals: The session will draw on networks and experiences from a session in Gent 2010 and from an 

ongoing network, ‘Gender in the European Town. The Making of the Modern Town’. However, the goal of the 

session is not to report from these activities, but to make a platform from which to broaden the range of 

participants in the network geographically and nationally in order to produce a real transnational European 

perspective. 

  



Scientific Programme 

 

433 WOMEN'S ROLES IN THE 18TH CENTURY COPENHAGEN LUXURY TRADE 

Carol Gold (University of Alaska Fairbanks, Department of History, Fairbanks, USA)  

 

529 L’ÉDUCATION À LA CONSOMMATION, TEMPÉRANCE ET OSTENTATION À MARSEILLE AU XIXE SIÈCLE: 

AFFAIRES DE PÈRES, DE MÈRES, DE FILLES ET DE FILS… 

Laurence Americi (Aix-Marseille Université, Bouches-du-Rhône, Aix-en-Provence, France) 

 

352 NEW LUXURIES AND ECONOMIC TRANSFORMATIONS: VENICE IN THE LONG 18
TH

 CENTURY) 

Andrea Caracausi (University of Padua, Department of History, Padua, Italy)  

 

605 GENDER, LUXURY AND CRAFTWORK IN BRITISH AND EUROPEAN INTERNATIONAL EXHIBITIONS C. 

1880 TO 1910 

Stana Nenadic (University of Edinburgh, Department of History, Classics and Archaeology, Edinburgh, 

U.K.)  

 

612 A FEMININE LUXURY IN PARIS AT THE END OF THE 18TH CENTURY, MARIE-FORTUNÉE D’ESTE, 

PRINCESSE DE CONTI (1731-1803) 

Chatenet-Calyste Aurelie (University of Strasbourg, Department of History, L'aigle, France) 

 

344 MEN, WOMEN AND THE SUPPLY OF LUXURY GOODS IN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY ENGLAND: THE 

PURCHASING PATTERNS OF EDWARD AND MARY LEIGH 

Jon Stobart (University of Northampton, U.K.)  

 

573 PAINTINGS, FURNITURE, SILK DRESSES AND SNUFF BOXES: THE LUXURY SHOPPING EXPERIENCE OF 

THE SWEDISH ARISTOCRACY IN EIGHTEENTH-CENTURY FRANCE 

Johanna Ilmakunnas (University of Helsinki, Finland) 

 


